
31st January 2019 - Week 1 Term 1 

Welcome back to our returning and new families for 2019 
We would like to welcome everyone back to school for another action packed year. 

Already the school calendar is starting to fill up. There were a lot of excited parents 

on Monday as they dropped their children off and were looking forward to a bit more 

freedom and ease with childcare.  

We have started 2019 with 74 children, which is great as the class sizes are small. 
 

Welcome to our new students 
We would like to welcome our new students to Motupipi. They have settled into 

school well and we wish them all the best for the year ahead. 

 

 

 
 

2019 Dates 
Term 1   28th Jan  -   12th April 

Term 2   29th April -  5th July 

Term 3   22nd July  -  27th Sept 

Term 4   14th Oct  -  13th Dec 

School Calendar 
 

February 
4th   Nelson Anniversary 

5th   School Closed 

6th   Waitangi Day 

8th  Back to School Picnic 5pm 

12th Parent Information Evening 

13th   Assembly 2.20pm 

27th   Assembly 2.20pm 
 

March 
5-8th Bridge Valley Camp Yr 4-6 

12th  GB Swim Sports 

13th   Assembly 2.20pm  

27th  Assembly 2.20pm 
 

April 
10th  Assembly 2.20pm 

12th  Term one ends 

Friday Lunches  - We will be   

starting school lunches next Friday. 

Please let us know if you are available to 

help this term. 

Thanks to all of the parents who in 2018 

so kindly helped by baking, making, and 

helping to serve lunches on Friday. 

Did you know that the money raised 

helps reduce camp fees, and helps us 

buy extra equipment for school, and 

classrooms? 

Please give Jane your name or phone the 

office on 525 9986 to let us know if you 

are available to help, or can donate   

ingredients or baking. 

 Jed, Pipi, Elisa, Aroha, Pippa and Tomer have all started in Room 3 

Motupipi Triathlon 
We will be holding our school 
triathlon at the Pohara Beach Top 10 
Holiday Park later in the term when  
temperatures cool down a bit towards 
the end of March. 
This will involve all the children  
having a beach swim / wade (chest deep 
water), a bike ride and a run. The event 
will be run in age groups. 
The younger children will be able to use 
scooters or trikes for their bike ride. 
We will be doing some training for it 
leading up to the event.  
More information will be sent out closer 
to the event. 

Back to School Picnic next Friday 8th Feb 
On Friday 8th February from 5pm we  are having a back to school picnic for those 
families who are interested. 
We thought it is a good welcome back and chance for new parents to meet others 
and also to catch up with old friends. 
We will have the pizza oven going for those who want to make a pizza and the BBQ 
will be cranked up. 
The pool will be open for the kids to have a swim. 
So gather up some food, drink and come along, we look forward to  seeing you 
there.  

Comments from the new entrants on starting at school….. 
My favourite things at school are swimming, playing in the playground, drawing and reading. My 

teacher Wendy is nice. Pipi 
 

My friend is Mori and we like playing in the shop. I like reading and swimming. Aroha 
 

I like having lunch, swimming and using the glue gun to make things. My friend is Wendy. Jed 
 

My friends are Elisa and Aroha. I made a lunch box with the glue gun. It looks really good. Pippa 
 

I like swimming and playing with the car racetrack in class. Tomer 
 

I like the swimming part because when I put my feet in it is a little bit warm. I also like playing 

with the pretty shells. Elisa 

Comments from kids on their new class.. 

I like the hard maths and how it is a bit 

tricky. We play fun games and I like Mr M 

playing the guitar in class. Layla V 
 

We have some cool new games we play in 

Rm 2. We also have a special handshake 

we use at the end of the day. Kaice 
 

Rm1 is a fun class. I like challenging   

myself and I’ve already been challenged. 

Jodie is a good teacher and is fun to work 

with. I’m looking forward to a good year. 

Olive L 
 

 I like the different activities in Rm 4 and 

the swimming and doing science.  I hope 

we go on camp. Evalyn 
 

I like the set up of Rm1. I have a good 

desk group and I like the points system we 

have. There are also different games and 

activities we can use as well. Aonghus 
 

I just like Rm 1, it is really cool having a 

couch and cushions. Louis 
 

Mrs Cullen is friendly and I liked doing 

science with Mr Cullen yesterday. We 

made sundials and learnt about shadows. 

Oshi 



 

 

 

 

 

Staffing for 2018 
  

Room 1   Jodie Grant            Year 5/6 

Room 2  Thomas McArthur  Year 4/5  

Room 3  Wendy Webster (am) Year 1/2 

Room 4  Judy Cullen    Year 2/3/4 

Room 4      Mark Cullen (generally Fridays)  
 

Malcolm McBride, Daphne Dijk and Lynnette Edwards 

are our teacher aides with Lynnette also doubling as 

our school caretaker. 
 

Lorraine Hartill,  and Malcolm McBride are our school 

cleaners. 
 

Sol Morgan, our Garden Facilitator comes in each  

Friday and does whole class and/or group teaching  

with the children. 
 

Jane is in the office from 8.30am – 3.00pm. 

Swimming Sports  
The Golden Bay Schools Swimming Sports will be held on 
Tuesday 12th March at the Golden Bay High School pool. The 
sports are for all our 7-11yr olds who can swim a length of the 
High School Pool.  Prior to the swimming sports we will taking 
the children to the GBHS pool for a couple of training sessions. 
The Junior rooms will be holding a swimming demonstration for 
parents towards the end of the swim season. 
Please ensure your child brings their togs everyday for class 
swims as each class has an instructional swimming session 
each day and all of the children are expected to take part. 

Parent Information Evening 
We will be holding an information evening for parents on Tuesday 
12th February. The evening will be staggered so that parents can get 
to hear what is happening in each class.  There will also be a time for 
parents to catch up with a teacher should class talks coincide. 
 
Information to be shared will be: 

 Explaining the reading, writing and maths programme 

 Homework expectation 

 What you can do at home to help support the children 
 

Parent Information Evening Timetable 
 5.30pm  Rm 2 -   Tom 
 5.30pm Rm 3  -  Wendy 
 6.00pm Rm 4  - Judy 
 6.30pm Rm 1  - Jodie 
 
The playground will be supervised, as will the pool, if you wish to 
bring your children along. 

Kapa Haka 
 

We started our school kapa haka session today 

which involved starting and closing with a karakia 

(blessing) as well as a couple of waiata (songs), 

Te Rangitahi and Pakeke Mai, which also involved 

actions.  

It was great to see the enthusiasm from        

everyone. 

It is important that all students have the oppor-

tunity to acquire knowledge of te reo Maori (the 

language) and tikanga (protocol) and by doing it 

as a whole school, children will be able to learn 

from each other.   

 
I liked all the kapa haka especially the waiata with actions. 

Jett 

 

Saxon is my buddy in kapa haka. I really like the haka and 

want to learn to do the haka. Cody 
 

Taking the Challenge 
Ashton certainly “Took the Challenge” over the holiday break by    
abseiling down Harwoods Hole with his Mum and Dad. Definitely not 

for the faint hearted. Here is an account written by Ashton 

 


