
2nd February 2017 - Week 1 Term 1 

Welcome back to our returning and new families for 2017 
We would like to welcome everyone back to school for another action packed year. Already the 
school calendar is starting to fill up. There were a lot of excited parents on Tuesday as they dropped 
their children off and were looking forward to a bit more freedom and ease with childcare.  
We have started 2017 with 87 children, which is great as the 
class sizes are a lot smaller than previous years. 
 
Welcome to our new students 
We would like to welcome all our new students to Motupipi. 
They have settled into their new school well and we wish 
them all the best for the year ahead. 
 
 
 
 

2017 Dates 
 

Term 1   31st Jan  -   13th April 
Term 2   1st May  -       7th July 
Term 3   25th July  -  29th Sept 
Term 4   16th Oct  -  13th Dec 

School Calendar 
 

February 
6th   Waitangi Day 
8th   Assembly 2.10pm 
10th  Back to School Picnic 5pm 
14th   Parent Information Evening 
21st-24th Bridge Valley Camp Yr4-6 
 

March 
1st   Assembly 2.10pm  
3rd  School Triathlon 
10th   GB Swim Sports 
12th  Weetbix Tryathlon 
15th  Assembly 2.10pm 
22nd  Patons Rock Study 
29th  Assembly 2.10pm 
 

April 
12th  Assembly 2.10pm 
13th  Term ends 

Tyler (Rm 1), Canaan (Rm 3),  Que (Rm 3), Jaina (Rm 4), Kira (Rm 4), 
Ryan (Rm 4), and our New Entrant Children Amelie and Ace (Rm 2) 
& Nyree (Rm1) - absent today her picture coming. Welcome Tom 

Kia Ora All, 
 

Welcome to 
the start of 
the school 
year. For 
those of you 
who don't 
know me I'm 
the new year 
4/5 teacher 
here at  
Motupipi 
School. 
 

My family and I moved here in early  
January from Greymouth, where I've been 
teaching for the last three years. We're 
stoked to be living in Golden Bay and have 
been enjoying all the area has to offer . 

Writing is my favourite thing to do at school and swimming is good 
too.  Amelie 
 

I like the maths it is fun. We get a class swim and a free swim in the 
afternoon. Rose my teacher is really nice. Canaan 
 

School is great. I learnt that having goggles on makes swimming lots 
easier. Learning the ukulele is fun. Jaina 
 

I like seeing what the other classes are doing and learning the ukulele. 
My friends are Toby, Taylor, Emily and Rian.  Ryan 
 

I am really enjoying my new school especially the reading and writing. 
The kids are really nice and so are my teachers Jodie and Malcolm. 
Tyler 
 

The girls in my class are very nice. My favourite at school is swim-
ming.  Que 
 

I like going on the bus, drawing and building stuff with the lego in 
class. 
Ace 



 
 

 
 
 

Staffing for 2017 
 
  
Room 1   Jodie Grant            Year 5/6 
Room 2  Wendy Webster  Year 1  
Room 3  Rose Williams      Year 2/3 
Room 4  Judy Cullen              Year 3/4 
Room 5  Thomas McArthur          Year  4/5 
 

Malcolm McBride, Daphne Djik and Lynnette Edwards 
are our teacher aides with Lynnette also doubling as 
our school caretaker. 
 

Lorraine Hartill, Kerry Swan and Adrienne Wilson are 
our school cleaners. 
 

Mark will teach in Room 5 every second Friday. 
 

Sol Morgan, our Garden Facilitator comes in each  
Friday and does whole class and/or group teaching  
with the children. 
 

Jane is in the office from 8.30am – 3.00pm. 

Swimming Sports  
The Golden Bay Schools Swimming Sports will be held on Friday 10 March at the 
Golden bay High School pool. The sports are for all our 7-11yr olds who can swim 
a length of the High School Pool.  Prior to the swimming sports we will taking the 
children to the GBHS pool for a couple of training sessions. 
The Junior rooms will be holding a swimming demonstration for parents towards 
the end of the swim season. 

Class Swimming 
Each class has an instructional swimming session each day and all of the children 
are expected to take part. The pool is also open in the afternoon break for a free 
swim.   With daily swims the progress the children are making is already noticeable. 

Parent Information Evening 
We will be holding an information evening for parents on 
Tuesday 14th February. The evening will be  
staggered so that parents can get to hear what is happening 
in each class.  There will also be a time for parents to catch 
up with a teacher should class talks coincide. 
 
Information to be shared will be: 
 Explaining the reading, writing and maths programme 
 Homework expectation 
 What you can do at home to help support the children 
 
Parent Information Evening Timetable 
 5.45pm  Rm 1— Jodie &  Rm 2— Wendy 
 6.15pm Rm 3— Rose &  Rm 4—Judy 
 6.45pm Rm 5— Tom 
 
The playground will be supervised as will the pool if you wish 
to bring your children along. 

Bridge Valley Camp 
Our Yr 4-6 children will be heading 
to Bridge Valley Adventure Camp on 
Tuesday 21 February  - Friday 24th 
February. 
Camp notices were sent out on 
Tuesday. 
Camp activities will involve air rifles, 
go karts, archery, abseiling, rock 
climbing/ kayaking, flying foxes,  
orienteering as well as team and 
cooperative activities.  

Motupipi Triathlon 
We will be holding our school 
triathlon at the Pohara Beach Top 
10 Holiday Park on Friday 3 March. 
This will involve all the children  
having a beach swim / wade (chest 
deep water), a bike ride and a run. 
The event will be run in age groups. 
The younger children will be able to 
use scooters or trikes for their bike 
ride. 
We will be doing some training for it 
leading up to the event.  
More information will be sent out 
closer to the event. 

Back to School Picnic 
Next Friday 10th February from 5pm we  
are having a back to school picnic for 
those families who are interested. 
We thought it is a good welcome back 
and chance for new parents to meet 
others and also to catch up with old 
friends. 
We will have the pizza oven going for 
those who want to make a pizza and 
the BBQ will be cranked up. 
The pool will be open for the kids to 
have a swim. 
So gather up some food, drink and 
come along, we look forward to seeing 
you there.  

Naming your Children’s Things… 
Please remember to write your children's name on their clothing, lunch boxes, hats,  
shoes and especially any health products eg Inhalers. 
Lost property is located outside the Library. 
Unclaimed items will be given away or donated to Trash palace every few weeks. 



 

Friday Lunches 
We will be starting school lunches next Friday. 

Once again we are calling for parents who would be happy to go on the Term 1 roster! 
Thanks to all of the parents who in 2016 so kindly helped by baking, making, and helping to serve school 
lunches. 
Did you know all money raised helps reduce camp fees, pays for buses on class trips and buys equipment 
for school? 
Please give Jane your name or phone the office on 525 9986 to let us know if you are available to help. 

I am going to the boat. 
Cody 

I am walking on the path. 
Thomas 

What am I? 
I am see through. 
I have lots of legs. 
I am a jelly fish. 
                    Dash I am a robot. 

Ace 

I am kayaking in the waves with 
much wind. 
Amelie 

Room Two’s Creative Writing  

Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon 
 
The Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon is being held at the Tahunanui Recreation Grounds 
on Sunday March 12th for 7—15 yr olds. In the past many of our children have 
entered this great event and found it to be a positive experience. 
 

The distances are 
7 yrs  Swim 50m  Cycle 4 km  Run 1.5 km 
8 –10 yrs Swim 75 –100m Cycle 4 km  Run 1.5 km 
11-15 yrs Swim 150– 200m Cycle 8 km  Run 1.5 km 
  

Kids can enter as an individual  or the 7 –10 yr olds can enter as a team . One does 
the swim and one does the bike and both complete the run.  
To register or find more information go to www.weetbix triathlon.co.nz 

Gymnastics 
Starts Friday 10th Feb, 
with Nikki Rusbatch. 

Ages 0-4 in morning at 
Kotinga hall $45 for    
8 weeks. 

School aged class will 
be held at Takaka  
Primary school 
from 3:30-4:30pm $84.   

There are discounts 
available for families. 
 
Nikki is also available 
for group bookings on 
Fridays in Takaka. 



Motupipi School Details: 
435 Abel Tasman Drive 

Takaka  7183 
Phone:  03 525 9986  

EMAIL: markc@motupipi.school.nz   
Or: office@motupipi.school.nz  

Internet Banking No:  
03 1354 0401412 000 

ABSENCES 
Please remember to phone us before 9.15am if your child is absent on 525 9986, 
or an even easier way is to use our school app. parentteachercalendar.co.nz.   
After 9.15am Jane will phone parents to check where any unaccounted children 
are.  This is a Ministry requirement, so please be patient when we phone. 

 

I was good at 
shading. 

I have done 
well shaping 
the body.  
Next time I 
will put more 
detail in the 
wings. 

I think I did 
the shading 
well.  I will like 
to do the wing 
shape better. 

I have shaped the 
wings well, make 
mine more 3D. 

What I did well: The body.  What I want to do next time: The texture. 

I have done the 
wings well.  
Next time I 
want to work 
on my 3D-ness. 

Images of the “Gum Emperor Moth” by Room 1 children. 
Children have added their own self-assessment—what they have sketched well and what they want to improve on. 

I have done the shape well.  Next time bigger. 
I believe that 
the wings and 
the shading 
look pretty 
good.  Next 
time I’ll focus 
on the body 
shape. 

I captured the detail.  Next time I want to 
make it look life like. 

I have shaped 
mine well. I 
would like to 
put more detail. 

I think I got the 
shape well. 
I need to do a bit 
more 3D. 

I have done the right 
patterns.  I have cap-
tured the shapes well. 
Next time I want to 
make it bigger and 
get more detail. 


