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Rocky Shore 
Yesterday we shifted the classroom to the Patons Rock rocky shore for a day of hands on learning. It was 
great to see the enthusiasm from the children and the excitement that new findings brought. 
The children arrived with prior knowledge gained from their own previous experience as well as pre work 
done in the classroom in the lead up to the trip. 
The weather and conditions were perfect for the day. 
Thanks to all the parents and grandparents who came out to help work with groups and to Corey for  
mowing the picnic area lawns and making sure the area was clean and tidy. 
The children will now use the information they gained for further research and they will present their   
findings in different ways. 

Comments from some of the children…... 
Dash  - I found a half crab and one that only had one leg.  If  the giant smasher shrimp was in 
NZ it might have eaten the crabs legs but its not in NZ so it wouldn’t have. 
Thomas  - I found a blue  crab it had two big pincers.  It liked to hide under the rocks from    
people and birds. 
Cody  - The crabs had an outer shell to make it hard for the seagulls to eat. 
Layla  - I found two cushion starfish.  I saw them moving slowly in the deep rock pool. 
Canaan  - We found  an Olive Rockfish, it was black and slimy.  It had really dark eyes, we saw 
it breathing.  It swam away fast when I tried to catch it. 
Ashton  - I was excited to see all the different creatures.  My favourite thing I found was a   
decorator crab shell because it had seaweed attached to it.  There aren’t many decorator crabs. 
Kian  - When I lifted a rock I saw heaps of half crabs, I wasn’t expecting to see so many.  Their 
claws were bigger than their body.  They were quick to run away. 
Clara  - I saw glass shrimps.  They are called glass shrimps because they are see through and 
hard to see.  I also liked the free swim in the sea.  

Motueka Museum Trip 
One of our goals this year at school is to provide opportunities for our children to be proud of New Zealand’s maori 
heritage. To this end we are taking advantage of a programme being run by the Motueka museum called “Mai i Ha-

waiki - Te Ahi Kā Roa” which means from our ancestral homelands to our home fires of today 
 

Rm 1, 4 & 5  will each take part  in the teaching and learning session with the museum education officers on 
Wednesday 5 April 
 

At the display we will hear stories of two local iwi Ngāti Rārua and Te Ātiawa and their relationship with Motueka. It 

tells the story of the great migrations these tribes made, travelling with related and allied tribes down the west coast 

of the North Island the top of the South.  From early trade with whalers and traders, through the loss of land and 
livelihood due to the New Zealand Company and Crown acquisitions, to the revitalisation of today. The children will 

be able to view some of the unique and beautiful taonga (treasures). 
 

It will be a great learning experience for us all and will be a lead in to our trip to the Onetahua marae next term. 
 

We hope to travel to Motueka by car and minibus and we will send home more information on the day early next 

week. 
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Tomorrow’s Lunch 
  Bacon and Egg Pie $3 
  Apple Slice   $2 
Thanks Cindy and Cathy for 
making school lunch this week. 

 

Room 4   SCUBA DIVING 
 

Room 4 had a go at scuba diving in the school pool today. 
The children got to feel the freedom of swimming underwater 
without having to come up for a breath. 
 
I found it hard breathing at the start but it got easier the longer I did 
it.  It felt good swimming underwater.  Charlie 
 
I like staying underwater longer without coming up for a breath.  I 
swam a long way underwater for about two minutes.  Angus 
 
Ashton and I were sharing the octopus and when Ashton swam one  
way the regulator came out of my mouth.  I felt like a mermaid    
swimming underwater.  Rosy 

What am I?  
Riddles by Room 4 



Motupipi School Details: 

435 Abel Tasman Drive 

Takaka  7183 

Phone:  03 525 9986  

EMAIL: 

markc@motupipi.school.nz   

Or: office@motupipi.school.nz  

New Internet Banking No:  

03 1354 0401412 000 

Term 2   1st May    -    7th July 
Term 3   25th July -  29th Sept 
Term 4   16th Oct  -  13th Dec 

School Calendar 
March 
24th  Fundraising AGM 3pm 

28-30th Bike/Road Safety  

29th  Assembly 2.10pm 
 

April 
5th  Motueka Museum Trip 

12th  Assembly 2.10pm 

12th  Term ends (Wednesday)

13th  Teach er Only Day 

May 
1st  First Day Term 2 

 

 

Mountain Biking—Canaan and Rameka 
A group of enthusiastic children have been mountain biking every Tuesday afternoon, thanks to the efforts 

of Daphne who started up the kids club which have seen numbers grow every week.  The kids have been  

riding a variety of trails including Motupipi Hill, Kaiteriteri and Rameka Great Expectations and the Clicks.  

Over the last two terms the skills of many of the riders have improved hugely so Daphne decided this week 

to head into Cannan Downs, on top of Takaka Hill.  The newer riders to the group did a loop at the top and 

the more experienced children went for an adventure down the Rameka track. 

All of the riders including the parents and grandparents had a great time.  Thanks to Daphne for organising 

the rides.  Next week the group are heading to Kaiteriteri before Daylight Savings ends.  This is always a 

treat the kids love the trails and the Fish’n’chips to finish! 

Teacher Only Day  
Reminder 

 

The Golden Bay 
Schools are having a 
teacher only day on 
Thursday 13 April, 
so the staff from all 
the schools can     
receive training in   
Restorative Practice.  

Bike / Road Safety 
Next week Tuesday 28 March – Friday 31 March, Gerry   
Tonkin, the Police Education Officer , will be taking Bike 
Safety with our Yr 4,5 & 6 children. It will involve what they 
need to do to be safe on the road and they will practice   
different scenarios.  
The Yr 1-3 children will focus on road safety in the rural area 
we live as well as in town. Gerry will also run a bike session 
with these children. During next week it would be great if the 
children could bring their bikes to school. 


