
17th March 2017 - Week 7 Term 1 

 

 

 
 

Kia Ora, 
 

  It was a tremendous day at the Golden Bay Swimming Sports yesterday where we had a 

team of 35,  7-10 year olds, competing in freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke, medley and relays. 

We were rapt with the effort our team put in with all the children giving it 100%. 

Thanks go to the staff for their work at class swim times as well as the coaches from the local   

swimming club. 
 

School Donations 
The school donation is a voluntary payment. The reason we propose a donation is to provide extra   

opportunities for the children and save requesting small amounts of money so children can attend  

various activities. 

What is the Donation used for. 

 To pay for buses to take the children to sports events,, such as triathlon,  swim sports, soccer 

tournaments, swimming training at GBHS pool as well as trips to attend performances in town, 

museum visits and science trips e.g. Patons Rock (next week). 

 Entry to Richmond wave pool when we have trips to Nelson. 

 Attendance fees for cultural performances from various perfoming artists, we usually have one 

performance per term. 

 Entry fees for children entering competitions such as chess championships in Nelson,  science 

fair etc. 
 

Teacher Only Day 
The Golden Bay Schools are having a teacher only day on Thursday 13 April, so Wednesday 12 April 

will be the last day of term 1 before Easter holidays. 

The staff from the various schools are receiving training in Restorative Practice which focuses on 

building and maintaining positive, respectful relationships across the school community and offers 

school staff best-practice tools and techniques to restore relationships when things go wrong.         

By building and maintaining positive, respectful relationships within a school, issues are more easily 

managed. 

Restorative Practice is a process that provides schools with ways to repair harm and restore          

relationships. It uses the stories of those involved in an incident and the people close to it to:          

 

 explore what has happened and who has been affected 

 hold those who have caused harm accountable for their actions 

 provide support to those who have been harmed, and others involved. 

All staff will be attending this professional development. 
 

Bike Safety 
During the week Tuesday 28 March – Friday 31 March, Gerry Tonkin, the Police Education Officer , 

will be taking Bike Safety with Rms 1, 4 & 5 and Road Safety with Rms 2 & 3  

During that week the children will need their bikes at school. 

 

              Mark (Principal) 



  Patons Rock ‘Rocky Shore’ Trip 
 

Next Wednesday 22 March we are taking the school to Patons Rock for 

a whole school science study of the rocky shore. We have been doing 

some pre work to find out what we know and what we want to find out 
about the rocky shore and we will follow up the trip with some more 

research. 
 

Plan for the day 

 9.15 am Leave school by bus.  

 9.45am have morning tea at the Patons Rock picnic area  

 10.00am head to our area of the rocky shore to check out the 

high, mid and low tide areas.  
 12.15 Lunch followed by some beach time 

 1.45 pm Bus back to school 

 
Children will need 

 Lunch / Drink 

 Footwear for the rocky areas. Not jandals. 

 Sunhat 

 Warm gear as could be windy. 

 Togs /towel 

 

It would be great to have parental support to help groups with their 
recordings as well  as supervision. If you are able to help out please let 

the class teacher know or leave a message with Jane in the office. 

Janszoon Highlights 
 

Twelve students and support staff from  
Motupipi School, Motueka High School and 
Golden Bay High School went on an     
over-night trip to Totaranui and Awaroa. 
Their aim as part of the Janszoon and 
DOC Schools connection, was to revisit 
some of the Schools planting areas, check 
photo polnts to see plant growth, set fish 
traps and  tracking tunnels. They also    
discussed in their school groups other    
ideas of what they wanted to accomplish 
this year such as signs for identification 
and fire warnings. 
Highlights were:  
Amalie- setting fish traps and checking 
them in the morning, walking to Awaroa to 
the plant growing grounds and learning 
about local history. 
Tarn - setting fish traps and seeing what 
was in them the next morning. 
Arjuna - the pest monitoring with the   
tracking tunnels and checking the fish 
traps. 
Tara’s - setting fish traps and using dye on 
paper to track what animals were using the 
tunnels. 
The students are looking forward to their 
next Janszoon trip. 

A Tragic Stranding 
 

I am a whale 

I am a stranded whale 

I hear my family moaning and crying 

I feel the cold water being poured over 
me 

I taste the salty water 
I smell blood all around me 

I see people trying to help me 

I see my mother next to me 

I know it must be nearly my end 

I feel a splash of water on my tail 
I feel humans trying to push me out 

I am free and so is my mother 
I am so pleased 

 

By Iyla 

 

Room 1 wrote Sensory Poems in response to the 
Whale Stranding at Farewell Spit and a visit from 
Whale Rescuer Bridie G. 

A Sad Story  
 

I wake with a loud boom 

I jump out of my sleeping bag 

Unzip the tent and walk outside 

I look at the cloudy wild beach 

There I see stranded whales 

I walk down the steep hill to the 
beach 

I taste salty sea air 
I smell dead whale carcasses 

See whale guts everywhere 

Luckily most whales are saved... 
 

By Jules 

Calling 
 

I lie still 
Calling calling 

My pod seems so far away 

I can hear my mother calling 

We all can 

We are coming 

My death is creeping ever closer 
Closing around me like a blanket 

I try once more 

I am stuck 

I have the same fate as my mother 
My mother has stopped calling 

I know why... 
 

By Kier 

Freedom 
 

My friends are dying 

But the tide is coming in 

I know I can make it 
People are tipping water on me 

The sun is shining hot 
It hurts 

But I am hanging on 

My friends are calling 

I am calling back 

The tide is closer 
The water is up to my side fins 

Now my top fins 

I am free 

I slowly swim away 

I miss my friends... 
 

By Holley 

 



2017 Dates 
 

Term 1   31st Jan  -   12th April 
Term 2   1st May    -    7th July 
Term 3   25th July -  29th Sept 
Term 4   16th Oct  -  13th Dec 

School Calendar 
March 
22nd  Paton's Rock Study 

24th  Fundraising AGM 3pm 

28-30th Bike/Road Safety  

29th  Assembly 2.10pm 
 

April 
5th  Motueka Museum Trip 

12th  Assembly 2.10pm 

12th  Term ends (Wednesday) 

 

Room Five Blog….. 
 

Check out Mr M and his class blog  http://mrmcarthur.blogspot.co.nz/ 
Here are a couple of stories from the Bridge Valley Camp.  You can find even 
more on the Blog page. 

Very Awesome Bridge Valley Camp 
 

 

Firstly I woke up and my heart was beating and I was 
so excited that I nearly screamed. When we got to 
school I was so nervous and I did not want to get out 
of the car but I did. I  found the people that were 
coming to camp with us then I couldn’t find my mum 
and I Freaked out. I  was  looking everywhere for 
mum then I looked in the staff room  
And mum was in there so I calmed down and then I 
wasn’t so terrified. 
 

Then Mr Cullen whistled we had to go on the deck 
And he was giving us instructions. after that we left 
and  I was smiling and Hayden was Sitting in the 
front. on the way there when we stopped I got a bee 
sting and I screamed Because  it stung  a lot  and it 
hurt.  I thought I was  going to  have a good start to 
the Day  but  when  I  got  the bee  sting I thought 
that I didn’t have a good  start  to the day. 
 

When I got there I had a look around and the camp 
was big, I mean massive like Takaka Primary. Then 
Mr Cullen whistled again, we had to sit in our groups. 
 

First I went to high ropes. When we got there we had 
to put on a harness. Then we had to check our har-
ness. When they have checked it we can put on our 
helmet and we have to check the strap. After that we 
line up in a straight line and when the last person 
gets in line we get a type of rope with two hooks on it 
and a attachment on it and they attached it to the 
hole on the harness. Then we went on the practice 
lines. Then we go and start. We go higher and    
higher. On the high rope my favourite thing was the 
flying fox.  
 

It was an awesome camp. 
 
By Carmyn 

Jack's Camp Recount 
We were pulling in the drive I saw the bridge valley sign my heart was    
pounding  with excitement  and a little fear we were the last ones to get there. 
 
The lady who works there gave us a safety briefing  after that we were given 
our cabin groups. Logan unloaded the trailer I saw my stuff I picked it up and 
ran but all the top bunks were full so I slept on the bottom bunk. 
 
RAFT RACE we went down to the lake we got 10 minutes to build a raft 
4 people went on the raft at once. My team won it felt good.  After that we had 
lunch, it was wraps and lamington, it was yum.  We went swimming first, I went 
down the hydro slide it was fun. 
 
We went on the high ropes course I went round the whole course it was fun 
I went around 2 times. We went back to our cabins to clean them Mr C came 
and told us to go get dinner, it was pie and salad, it was yum . 
 
It was my best camp yet I loved it . thanks to all the parents and teachers that 
made this possible . 

Rian’s Awesome Camp Recount   
 

Ha! Ha! I was paddling full speed towards Taylor and Toby I paddled straight in
-between them and crashed smack bomb into Sonny AHHH!! He yelled.  Both 
of us got splashed by a jet of cool water we both laughed and then we kayaked 
on, Jody came racing towards us and splashed us the 2nd time typical “come 
on we just dried”. 
Logan shouted “let’s get ready for shooting. We all walked around the corner. 
Logan showed us how to load and fire the air rifles. We had to wear safety 
glasses.  
The low ropes activity: (oh this looks promising doesn't it, I thought) there was 
a nearly vertical bridge across a ditch great but amazingly I crossed it. Next 
was a wire with two ropes on the side. Well at least this one didn't look so bad. 
I crossed it with ease now the nearly impossible looking one was a wire      
triangle and you had to hold on a rope. Sounds impossible right? but guess 
what? I make it, yay! “This one looks fun,” I said. You have to stand on a wire 
and hold onto a rope you have to swing along like Tarzan, but standing on a 
wire. Now for the final low ropes activity this is probably the easiest out  of 
them all. There were two wires that got wider the further you go out. At the end 
I nearly did the splits. 
 

I want to go back again please!!! 

Weetbix Tryathlon 
Congratulations to Hayden, Kier, Luca 

and Carmyn who travelled to Nelson last 

weekend to do the Weetbix Tryathlon. 

They were all very proud of their 

achievement and were excited to show 

off their medals. 

 

http://mrmcarthur.blogspot.co.nz/


 


