
15th March 2018 - Week 7 Term 1 

 

Junior Swimming Sports 
Huge progress has been made with children’s      

swimming this year. This was on show at the junior 

swimming display and also at the GB Swim Sports 

where nearly all our 7-11yr olds swam in at least two 

events. 

The warm summer meant lots of children experienced 

time in the water during the holidays and it was    

evident when they returned to school the rise in   

water confidence of a number of children. 

Golden Bay Schools Swimming Sports 
Yesterday The Motupipi swim team headed to the GBHS pool for the Golden Bay Schools Swimming Sports. 

Though there was a lot of nervousness we were rapt with the children living our vision of “Believing in Themselves and 

Taking the Challenge.” This was particularly evident in the number of the team who took on the medley of swimming a 

length of breastroke, backstroke and freestyle. 

We have 88% of our children in Rm 1,2 & 4 able to swim a length of the High School pool in at least two strokes. This 

success is due to parents giving their children plenty of water time, very good swim instruction at school as well as  

some strong swimming club training. 

Thanks to all those parents who came along to support and encourage the children. 
 

Four months ago I couldn’t swim and yesterday I went in my 
first    swimming sports. I swam in all the races and got in 
the finals of freestyle and backstroke and got 2nd in both. 
Mum, Dad and Mrs Cullen were really proud of me. Frankie 
 

I really wanted to do the sports, but I was really nervous. I 
did lots  better than I thought. Backstroke was my best and I got 3rd in the final. I was in the 
backstroke final as well.  Layla G 
 

I was so proud of our swimmers, who after swimming so many heats, semis and finals, really put themselves out there 
and swam medleys. They showed a lot of resilience. Even 
though they were tired they pushed themselves without   
complaint. Judy 
 

My favourite was the individual medley. I enjoyed seeing 
all my friends from other schools. My Grandad and 
Grandma came from Australia to watch me swim. I liked 
having them there cheering me on and supporting me. 
They also watched Jack swim at the High School sports. 
Maren 
 

I felt nervous and  excited at the same time. I was a bit 
worried I wouldn’t make it but did better than I 
thought. I got 3rd in the backstroke final and my   
brother got 2nd . Angus 
 

It was my first ever 
medley and I liked it. I 
swam all three lengths as 
fast as I could. Swimming 
club helped me swim all 
the lengths. Ashton C 

  FIRST SECOND THIRD 

FREESTYLE 

7/8 yr Boys     Ashton C 

7/8 yr Girls   Ruby D Frankie W 

9 yr Boys     Teru G 

10/11 yr Boys Archie D Tremaine G Hugo B 

10/11 yr Girls Maren H   Iyla L 

BACKSTROKE 

7/8 yr Boys   Charlie T Angus T 

7/8 yr Girls   Ruby D Layla G 

9 yr Boys Brody S     

10/11 yr Boys Tremaine G Archie D Zeb N 

10/11 yr Girls Maren H   Iyla L 

BREASTSTROKE 

7/8 yr Boys   Ashton C   

7/8 yr Girls   Que L   

9 yr Girls     Isla B 

10/11 yr Boys Archie D Zeb N   

10/11 yr Girls Maren H     

MEDLEY 

7/8 yr Boys   Ashton C   

7/8 yr Girls   Vevina P   

9 yr Boys Brodie S Aonghus G   

9 yr Girls Isla B   Aliana B 

10/11 yr Boys Archie D Tremaine G Hayden B 

10/11 yr Girls Maren H   Emily C 



 

 

 
 

2018 Dates 
Term 1   30th Jan  -   13th April 
Term 2   30th April -  6th July 
Term 3   23rd July  -  28th Sept 
Term 4   15th Oct  -  13th Dec 

School Calendar 
 

March 
21st  Assembly 2.20pm 

22nd  Fundraising AGM 3.30pm 

23rd  School Triathlon 

30th  Good Friday  

April 
2nd  Easter Monday 

3rd  Easter Tuesday 

4th  Assembly 2.20pm 

6th  Dress Up—Book Character 

13th  Term one ends 

30th  Term two starts 

School Lunch 
 Burrito Wrap   $3 
    Watermelon    $1 

Thanks Fiona for making school 
lunch this week.  

Motupipi Triathlon 2018  -  Friday 23rd March 
 

Our school Triathlon for all Motupipi children will be held next Friday 

23rd March at the Pohara Beach Top 10 Holiday Camp. 
 

From today onwards we will be doing whole school training 

starting at 1.30pm each day, so the children are clear on 

what they have to do and how to transition from one event 

to the other.  Children need to have their bikes/scooters 

and helmets at school, bring their togs to school and wear 

suitable shoes. Shoes are compulsory on the bike.  
 

The event will involve a short swim or wade, followed by a bike or 

scooter ride and then a run to the finish.   

The day’s plan is 

9.30am Load trailers with bikes 

10.00 am  Leave Motupipi by bus, find your  bike,  morning tea, walk  

  the course with a teacher. 

11.00am   Races to start in following order 10/11yrs, 9 yrs, 8 yrs, 

  7yrs, 6yrs, 5 yrs 

11.40am Prizegiving 

12.00 pm Lunch - Sausage sizzle available $2.00 – children to order 

  at school on Friday morning, extras will be available for 

  adults to purchase. 
 

Children will need 

 lunch, drink, sunhat, togs, towel, shoes / sandals (not    

jandals),  tshirt / rashvest for biking.. 
 

Before getting on their bike or scooter, children will need to put on 

shoes ( no shoes in water), helmet and T-shirt, unless wearing a      

wetsuit / rash vest from the swim.  
 

Bikes or scooters are suitable for 5 & 6 year old races as it is all on 

tarseal. The 7-10 years are on tarseal, grass and shingle, which would 

be hard on a scooter and more suitable for bikes  
 

Once events / lunch are over we will have some time for a swim and 

play on the beach and return back to school around 2.00pm 
 

If you wish to drop the bike /scooter earlier at the camp, you may do 

so .There will be age group signs for the   placement of bikes, which 

will be set up early in the morning by the beach entry opposite the 

playground. 
 

If you have a trailer and are able to transport bikes / scooters to   

Pohara, or can help with being a marshall when your child isn’t racing 

please let us know. 

Fundraising AGM and    
General Meeting 

Thursday 22nd March 
3.30pm in the Staffroom 
New Members Welcome 

Netball 2018 

Any students, Year 4 and up       
interested in playing netball this 
season (Sat mornings) please   
contact Kylie on 021 555 101.   
Season starts Term 2 



 

 

 
 

Mangarakau Camp 
We had a great camp to Mangarakau recently with children experiencing a lot of firsts 

such as  

Caving 

Sand duning 

Swimming a tidal river 

Seeing live powelliphantas, seals and fern 

birds 

Wasp sting 

Longest bike ride some had been on 
 

Certainly it was one of the easier groups 

of kids to work with in terms of behaviour 

and willingness to give things a go and con-

tinue on even when the going got tough. 

As usual we had awesome support from parents who supported Jodie and I. A huge thanks to those who stayed with 

us on camp. Paris, Ray, Dan, Matt, Anel and David and those who helped with transport, Aimee & Tim 

Ray Clapp went to Mangarakau School and grew up in the area and he was able to lead us up to the cave as well as take 

us up the huge Patarau sand dune.  
 

My highlight was going down the huge sand mountain at Patarau. One of 
my goals this year was to find a live powelliphanta. On Tuesday Mr C 
found one and showed it to me and on Wednesday I found my own live 
one crawling over the leaves. Iyla 
 

My favourite part was how rewarding it feels when children face their 
fears and overcome them. Jodie 
 

I loved seeing my Dad have so much fun. It was great staying up late 
with my friends telling stories. Seeing the stalactites and stalacmites 
in the cave was pretty cool. Zeb 
 

Wrecking Mr C in the pool was my favourite bit. Us boys all jumped on 
him and finally managed to dunk him under the water. He said he would 
bring his A game next time. Seeing the mummified cow in the cave, the 
live powelliphanta and the fern bird were other highlights. Hugo 
 

The walk up to the cave was really tiring but it was worth it. To get 
into the cave we needed to go down a rope which was scary and it was 

very slippery. Once we were 
down it was great. Squire 
 

The cave was like the dwarf 
place on Lord of the Rings. It 
was so old and quiet, I just loved it. It was an adventure just getting into the 
cave down the rope. Toby 
 

I liked the night walk even though at the start I didn’t want to go because I 
was so tired. I found about 3 live powelliphanta snails and I had never seen 
one before. Aliana 



 

 

 
 

In Room 2 we're been burning through our World of Whales      

inquiry. Here's a pic of the students beside our inquiry wall. In the 

background you can see some lift-the-flap toothed whale fact files 

shaped like orcas. You can also see some colourful fact files about 

baleen whales on the right hand side.  

Here's Jarvis, Emily and Angus with a story 

cube they made as a reading activity. They 

read a story and then drew pictures on the 

cube to illustrate the elements of a narrative: 

plot, setting, problem, resolution, climax and 

characters.  

Here are some whale art pictures we did last Friday. The concept 

was to cut out a picture of a whale and use it as the basis for an art 

work with the rest being filled in with paint. The technique we 

worked on was creating a composition with a foreground, midground 

and background.  


